
reason the first task of this Mission Forum will be to look honestly at where we are as the Church in this area, and the pastoral and missionary state of our parishes. This will be the basis for forming a vision for what we need to see our parishes to be ten, twenty, thirty years from now. This is an exciting task, and I ask those I will approach to be generous in giving time to this. If you feel particularly called to be part of this forum, please do let me know, for it is always better to have willing volunteers.  
Congratulations to our confirmandi today. Let us pray for all the young peo-ple of our parishes. Please note, I will be on holiday after the visitation until 29th April. 

Today we welcome Bishop David McGough to our partnership parishes for Visitation and Confirma-tion.  
In the Church’s Directory for the Ministry of Bishops it says about visitations: “The pastoral visit is one of 
the ways, confirmed by centu-
ries of experience, through 
which the Bishop maintains 
personal contact with the cler-
gy and with other members of 
the People of God. It is an 
occasion to rejuvenate the 
energies of those engaged in 
evangelization, to praise, 
encourage and reassure them. 
It is also an opportunity to 
invite the faithful to a renewal 
of Christian life and to an ever 
more intense apostolic activi-
ty.” 
You see how the Visitation is geared towards encour-aging the renewal of par-

ishes and the growth of evangelisation. I am sure you will remember that I wrote recently how our partnership has been cho-sen by the Bishops as one of the parishes to be in-volved in the project set up to enliven evangelisation in the Church. Paul Northam, who is based at Maryvale, is working in a number of parishes across the Diocese including ours. Having discussed with Paul how this might be pursued, I have decided to get togeth-er a group of people from across our parishes to con-sider a way forward for our parishes in terms of evan-gelisation. Evangelisation is not just one task among many. It is the lifeblood of our parishes, and the whole structure and work of our parishes must be geared towards it. For that 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St John Francis Régis 1597-1640 St Francis Regis was a French Jesuit, who dedi-cated only 12 years to the priesthood, brought to a premature when he died from pneumonia at 43. It was the desire to preach and teach the faith which first attracted him to the priesthood. Once or-dained, though, he dedicat-ed himself to the works of 

mercy particularly saving women and girls from a life of vice, establishing hostels for prostitutes, teaching them lace making. He also taught the poor children the faith with zeal. He was a great apostle to protestant people drawing them to the true Faith, and preached missions with a simple and direct manner, bringing many people to conversion of life. 
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 Biddulph 

Goldenhill 

Kidsgrove 

Packmoor 

The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
No Confessions this week 

Saturday 16th   6.30pm  Holy Mass with           Confirmations Holy Souls 
Sunday 17th 9.00am    Holy Mass with          Confirmations Marie Reilly 
Fourth Sunday of Easter   11.00am   Holy Mass with          Confirmations John Edwards 
Good Shepherd Sunday    6.30pm Holy Mass Frank Myatt 
Monday 18th  9.15am    Word & Communion   
Easter Feria 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  
  6.00pm   Novena Mass or      Devotions  

Tuesday 19th  9.15am    Word & Communion or Holy Mass  
Easter Feria   9.30am  Morning Prayer  
    2.15pm Holy Rosary  
Wednesday 20th       
Easter Feria       
Thursday 21st 6.00pm    Word & Communion or Holy Mass  
Easter Feria       
Friday 22nd    6.00pm Word & Communion or Holy Mass  
Easter Feria    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  
Saturday 23rd 10.30am    Word & Communion or Holy Mass  
ST GEORGE   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Maureen, Mary & John Blood 
Sunday 24th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Peter & Joan Jackson 
Fifth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Harry Jones 
Easter     6.30pm Holy Mass Int Fr Oliver Kemp 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday, and is the day in the Year which we dedicate to praying for more voca-tions to the Sacred Priesthood, for seminarians training for the priesthood, and also for all priests. There is a prayer which you can say on the back of the bulletin. Please pray for this intention very often. Some-times we hear foolish comments, like “the lack of vocations is God’s will to empower lay people”. Where there are active, holy and committed lay people there need to be, and are, more priests, not less. So, why not cut out the prayer from the bulletin and say this prayer very often, and pray especially for the young people of our parish, that they may have an every awakening realisation of being called by God, for everyone has a vocation. But pray particularly for our young men, that they might take serious-ly the possibility that God is calling them to be spiritual fathers in the sacred priesthood. 



PARISH REGISTERS 
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PASTORAL 
Feast of the English Martyrs The Feast Day is on Wednesday 4th May. There will be Mass at English Mar-tyrs’ at 7pm, and we invite people to bring and share a buffet supper after-wards. It will be particularly great to see the parish come out to celebrate this Feast Day together as part of our preparations for the Consecration in September.  
Turin Shroud Exhibition The Turin shroud is the greatest icon of the crucified Christ, and has been an influence on many people, bringing them to faith in God’s mercy. We are privileged to be able to host an exhi-bition on the Shroud at English Mar-tyrs’ Church from 8th to 15th May. The exhibition will be open through-out the week. We do need volun-teers to be around so that the Church can remain open for as long as possi-ble. Please let Teresa know in the parish office if you are willing to help. 
First Holy Communion The May  meetings for First Holy Communion parents and children are on Wednes-day 18th May at St Joseph’s Academy at 6.30pm and on Thursday 26th May at 6.30pm at Our Lady of Grace Bid-dulph. All First Communion children and parents should attend one of these meetings. 
English Martyrs’ Consecration Dates for the next working group meeting are as follows: Tuesday 3rd May 7.00pm Celebra-tion group. All meetings will be in the meeting room at English Martyrs’ Church. Fr Julian apologises for not being able to attend the meeting on Friday evening. 
Kidsgrove SVP The next SVP meeting will be on Friday 22nd April at 2pm, 77 Liverpool Road. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 
World Youth Day The second instalment of £100 is due to be paid as soon as possible for all those who are going on the pilgrimage to WYD Krakow. Please let Fr Julian have the payment as soon as possible.  
Quiz Night with Pie and Pea Supper A quiz night has been ar-ranged at Sandyford Cricket Club on Thursday 5th May, arrive 7pm. Cost is £5 per person which includes Pie & Peas. To book a place for your team (ideally 4 persons per team) please ring Teresa during office hours. Pay-ment can be made on the night. Plac-es are limited so book early. All mon-ey raised will go towards funds for the WYD pilgrimage. 

Evening of Mercy The next Even-ing of Mercy will be on Thursday 12th May at 7pm at St Joseph’s Burs-lem. The evenings of mercy are an invitation to come and hear the mes-sage of God’s merciful love, shown to us most especially in the Sacra-ment of Forgiveness. The evening lasts between and hour and an hour and a half and is a devotional service rather than Mass. All welcome! 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is away for the next two Mondays. The next Parish Office hour will be on Monday 2nd May at 7pm. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 
Parishes Meal A meal has been organised for all parishioners, across the partnership, at the Chatterley Whitfield Pub, Sandyford on Tuesday 26th April. Arrival can be anytime between 12noon and 2pm but it is important that you do pre book so that we can give the pub numbers as they will reserve an area for us. Pay-ment can be made on the day. Please phone Janet on 782410 or Jean on 772983 as soon as possible, for book-ing and for lifts if offered or required. 
Pilgrimage Day Trip We are plan-ning a pilgrimage/day trip for Satur-day 25th June to Hereford. We will visit Hereford Cathedral, where the shrines of St Thomas de Cantilupe and St Ethelbert the King are situat-ed, as well as the Mappa Mundi. We will visit St Francis Xavier Church, and have free time in Hereford town centre, before going to Belmont Ab-bey for Vespers. The cost will be £12. Keep the date free! 
Day Trip The Friendship Club are organising a day trip to Buxton & Matlock on Tuesday 24th May. The cost of the coach is £10 and will de-part Kidsgrove Town Hall at 9.15am picking up at Hanley & Meir on the 

YEAR OF MERCY 

Confirmations 
Please pray for the children who re-ceive the Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish churches today: 
At St John’s 
Henry Bailey, Niamh Boyle, Letisha Campbell, Benjamin Copeland, Charlie Davies, Jake Dulay, Ethan Eardley, Tori-Paige Hammersley, Alexandra Osbourne, Lily Ouseley, Enrico Rider, Filip Struziak, Reuben Wainwright, Isabella Wood, Libby Young 
At English Martyrs’ 
Archie Brookes, Letham Chell, Matt Cooper, Keira Leadbetter 
At St Joseph’s 
Jacob Finnemore, Abi-Leigh Harvey, Jack Hollins, Francesca Hoskins, Ley-ton Maughan, Zuzanna Mizinska, Jerry Mongon, Georgina Munden-Griffiths, Joshua Shaw, Wiktor Sipak, Damien Walley 

way. Return will be at about 6pm. To book a place contact Matt Ford on 07587034299. 
Spring Fayres Here’s a date for your diaries: both English Martyrs’/St Patrick’s and St Joseph’s Spring Fayres are on 21st May. 
St Patrick’s Garden Party The date has been set for the Garden Par-ty. It will be on Saturday 9th July at 2pm.  



Entrance Antiphon: The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the  heav-ens were made, alleluia. 
Response to the Psalm: We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my own sheep and my own know me. [Alleluia.] 
Preface of Easter III             Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Year of Mercy Pilgrimage to Spain & Fatima  
22nd to 30th October 2016 

We are now taking bookings for our superb Year of Mercy pilgrimage to Spain and Portugal. Visit Ávila, the town of St Teresa, Segovia the shrine of St John of the Cross, and historical Roman city; Toledo, the primatial Cathedral of Spain; Santiago de Compostela, the international pil-grimage site, the shrine of St James the Apostle; as well as Fatima, Shrine of Our Lady, since the apparitions in 1916.  Air travel and half board. The cost will be £629 based on sharing (single rooms available with £175 supplement). Booking forms are available from the Parish Office, which should be returned together with a deposit of £150 per person, payable by cheque, cash or by card (details to be put on booking form). 

Fourth Sunday of Easter (C)   CTS Sunday Missal page 475       

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid £344.00, Non-Gift Aid £185.47, Total £529.47. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £210.00, Non-Gift Aid £190.32, Total £400.32.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £261.20, Non-Gift Aid £181.71, Total £442.91.  
Second Collections: This Sunday there will be a Second Collection for the Clergy Training Fund. Next Sun-day there will be a collection, at the request of the Holy Father, for the people of Ukraine. 
Parish Accounts Copies of the parish accounts for the three parishes for 2015 are available in Church for your information. Please take a copy if you would like to see how parish money is being spent. These will also be uploaded to the parish website shortly 
Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, No.69 S Beech; 2nd Prize £10, No.48 K Waring; 3rd Prize £5, 

Thinking about the Gospel 
John 10:27-30 

The Good Shepherd of today's Gospel is the enthroned Lamb of today's Second Reading.  In laying down His life for His flock, the Lamb brought to pass a new Passover, by His blood freeing "every nation, race, people and tongue" from bondage to sin and death. The Church is the "great multitude" John sees in his vision today. God swore to Abraham his descendants would be too nu-merous to count. And in the Church, as John sees, this promise is fulfilled. The Lamb rules from the throne of God, sheltering His flock, feeding their hunger with His own Body and Blood, leading them to "springs of life-giving waters" that well up to eternal life. The Lamb is the eternal Shepherd-King, the son of David foretold by the prophets. His Church is the Kingdom of all Israel that the prophets said would be restored in an everlasting covenant. 

No.58 A Jones. Reminder that subs for April are due.                                                      
APF (Red) Boxes -  Goldenhill Please bring boxes in for counting. Please hand them to Paul Pender.   

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

lit for the following intentions: 
St John’s: Frank Smithson (DC) 
If you wish to donate (minimum £5) for a 
sanctuary lamp, please see Fr Julian, or 
Tony Giannasi at St John’s. 

Catholicism Course The Course is running on Friday evenings at 7pm at St Teresa’s, Trent Vale. The next session will be 6th May.  
Walsingham Pilgrimage The an-

nual Archdiocese of Birmingham pil-grimage to Our Lady’s shrine in Wal-singham is on Saturday 14th May. For more details contact the Diocesan Organiser Tel:0121 440 8623 

Prayer for  Vocations to the Sacred Priesthood 
O Lord, my God, you renew the Church in 
every age by raising up priests outstanding 
in holiness, living witnesses of Your un-

changing love. 
In Your plan of salvation You provide 

shepherds for Your people. Fill the hearts 
of young men with the spirit of courage 
and love that they may answer Your call 

generously. 
Give parents, families, friends and com-

munities the grace to encourage vocations 
by prayer and good example. 

Raise up worthy priests for Your altars 
and ardent but gentle servants of the Gos-

pel. 
Give the Church more priests and keep 
them faithful in their love and service. 
May many men choose to serve You by 

devoting themselves to the service of Your 
people. 

We ask this through our great High 
Priest, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Mary, Mother of priests, pray for us. 

St Joseph, pray for us. 
St John Vianney, pray for us. 


